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(an Feithful Christians Disagree on Hell

By Jaime Clark-Soles

|di¢~‘t9rowmnchumh (though | became a Baptist in college). | re-
ally came to the hell conversation in a serious way by helping people
die well. | served in the Chaplain's department at Connecticut Hospice
h&anfo:d,CT.whenlmaminaryswdontinthewlylm
There | heard an extremely wide variety of ideas among Christians,
whether the client, the family members, or staff members themselves,
Aound death and the afterlife. | became curious about the source of
the variety. As a Baptist who loves the Bible, | was interested in what
the Bible had to say about it. My curiosity led me to eam a PhD in
New Testament and write a book called Death and the Afterife in the
New Testament (2003). Since then my interest has remained strong
#d | continue to publish about it (see list at end of this chapter). For a
encise (only nine pages), accessible overview of what | find the most
TPonant issues to address up front, | recommend my essay “The Af-
teriife; Considering Heaven and Hell."
also regularly teach on *Evil, Suffering, Death, and the Afterlife.”
college students, seminary students, laypeople, and clergy
Acoss different denominations on a regular basis. My participation
" the Hallbound? project has helped to organize and dlarify my own
Pirking and writing on the subject and has shaped my teaching on the
%‘D‘thm.udionm
""“"’*‘hiﬂﬂnlasttwomom, I've addressed vanous audiences
md"b"amngsubjecn:ﬁnaonomcm.dﬁ\gwd.mdlnmnand
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hel. In each case, Hellbound? and the related website have been i
cluded as resources for the participants. Along with the bibliographic
data, | provide this annotation for them:

Hellbound? Directed by Kevin Miller. Produced by Davd
Rempel and Kevin Miller. http://www hellboundthemovie.
com. September 2012,

Hellbound? is not just timely and engaging—it's smart, Ev-
enyone who watches this movie will find someone they agree
with and someone they disagree with. The movie will teach
yOUNigs)Oudidn‘tb\ow.inhodmyoulopooplooﬂdm
mwumm.mmmmw@m
may have some inkling about, Visually, intellectually, and
emotionslly provocative, sometimes gven stunning, the mov-
bkﬂmmmmﬁontoﬂnmqond. it's the kind of movie
thatycumnomdavmhodnrpeopbmdthmgow
lﬁ«mrdnohlubout.lhigmymmndulmguhﬂy
teach a course on "Evil, Suffering, Death and the Afterlite.*
nammamqomwng_adonmmum}obof
bodlmﬁngmdmmuiﬁgkqmmdebﬂ”
in%mlqmwdmsummovie.md
Qﬂmﬁomgoingomndil—womodtogiwnfiou&
Sustained, ressoned, cvil discussions around this important
aspect of the Christian faith.

ﬂmamsomofﬂscmuomlhwfmx\dfhubound?”“‘“
lndlmpon.movenhemrs.

(physical, existential?) where
S8




cuahmfsgotobooonsciomly.mmmdby&m.do-

m,ott!nliko?Oothoymeanumpoufyhddhgm*thatpeopk
can transfer from into heaven if certain conditions are met (something
fke purgatory)? What is the point of this place or state? When does
me'go'ﬂlcro—atﬂ\epoimofm’si\divid.addam«atd\ogw
eral resurrection? And, dcpondingonhowooeamndmw
tors, what does it imply about one's view of the character, nature,
and essence of God, about God's relationship with us, and about our
relatiorships with one another? What does it imply about Jesus's work
n his fife and on the cross?

Third, the Atonement, There is no question that the past decade
has seen a renewed interest in the atonement, especially among, but
not limited to, evangelicals and/or post-evangelicals as well as fem-
nists and womanists. Before this resurgence, penal substitutionary
#onement reigned supreme and alone; few Christians had any idea
that Christianity has always housed a number of different, conflicting
Wwofﬂnatonemtwﬂmmknmitwemﬂwing
Nhformoﬁonmywidely. This is no longer the case, thanks, in part,
o the work of such scholars as Sharon Baker (now Sharon L. Putt),
uthor of Razing Hell, Since one’s view of the atonement affects one's
" of heaven, hell, and the afterlife, this development is crucial
(Pardon the pun),

FW"\.GOd‘seﬁ\icald'\aracter. The question of the atonement—
M“%m&d to God (or not?) and who gets reconclied to God
7 Questions about Ged's ethical and ontological character, If Scrip-
hd“mwumemmmmummw
w“”’d\o‘ﬂnm. how does this cohere with a doctrine of fiery
W'Oﬂmm?ksmﬁnologhnputsit “What is there in the act
“%muawdwm.manddswm-ur (Percy
:‘""“" 1929). 1 God is going to allow the eternal torment of sinners

hwo‘mkm.anwbwmn
N%W%Wd\am Whenever | speak on hell and point out
5 ”"MWMm in the New Testament, John and Paul, have
hwhw.mmphwmmmwm

&Wuammmm.mndmﬂww
:".’:';: " theres no hell, then why be moral?” This leads to two

“onversation. First, is it really the fear of hell that populates
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hm?hmwmmwmmwumemmum
bhhmofmﬁhmounthqmﬁnwdbymm
conﬁdontionsmbtodmmkivgthingson Earth as they are in heaven?
Socmd.itisabgicalhlhquommeﬂmbeauu?aulandmm
envision a hell, they don't care about justice. They do. For instance, the

mmmamm.mmmmg,mmm
u%hasbvedme(d.b’mﬂﬂl;l&ﬂ:1.bhn4)?PaddeadyM
am\gmdcdtkdmndmkﬂmcmsﬁaumhddmubhw
urds!ﬁwlomin.lttmmathellisunmmarymd, in fact, works
aga&mMMdGodssomigny.win,andpower.
Sixth.ﬂnnmofﬁm.thouriﬂﬁwiteGoddoa"ofGod'!W
inguﬁﬂﬁnmeﬁtiteﬁneolahummbeing'snnhlysojoum?%“
limited by time, but is God?
Swenﬁ\.monpoopl.ltoachinanAmgﬁanmmw
God's justice, heaven, and hell to be & hyper-individualized affair (do

mmmm.nwwmmmwof
hdlhmtﬁodbolitﬁopﬂmalmdnmmdhumism
-mkwmmmdmmmmm
Mmmtnhobsmto-dmhdﬁadtbmm

Eighth, Hellbound? does 5 wonderful job of helping me help oth-




maent, to purgatory, to annihilation-—the Christian tradition has housed
them all and continues to do so. Hellbound? gives compelling voice to
this fact, lnerally. It presents not just a variety of theological positions
but a variety of embodied voices. No one speaker gets 1o be the “au-
thority”™ on the subject. On my best teaching days, | aim to invite my
audience into a deep, impartant, holy conversation, not indoctrinate
them, When various positions are voiced in my group, | show how each
position ties into the varied conversation Christians have been having
for two thousand years. No one is an “outsider™ or a “heretic.” Rather,
e point is to gather together and give the best of our minds and
Rearts 1o the nature of God in Christ and what the ramifications are for
us as ethical communities of faith. No matter what a person’s position
5, he or she will find himself or herself represented in the movie. To
Mo 2 3 teacher, that's a boon and an asset. Furthermore, it concisely
#d engagingly presents the various views of hell in a visual chant that
makes it easy for the audience to see the main points of esch view and
how the views compare with each other.

Iwant to note specifically how important it is to have my audiences
#5posed to Orthodox Christianity. | mostly teach Protestant Christians,
#ho know little about non-Western Christianity. For many of them,
%"Yiﬁsynonymouswitth Christianity. As theological
children of the pessimistic Augustine and Luther, they are unaware of
?‘mm.optiniwcmh(tomdﬂythew“m
"E.“""Chn'nionity.

"wdwaudienmhawabonwmﬁmdamdw
"%l sabation from a committed Christian Biblical perspective. They
1o associate views of universal salvation with “liberals” and asso-
9t liberals with *people who don't take the Bible seriously” to arrive
* the equation: “People who espouse universal salvation don't take
™% Bible very seriously.” And, conversely, “People who take the Bible
" seriously cannot espouse a view of universal salvation.” Further,
p.op,bd“"'“‘ow the difference between Unitarian universaists and

Wemamduﬁ«sﬂumw.ww
mmgm.llthmmumhubh“mm

%% 0ut the various threads. el

intense emotions accompany this topic—far more
mmumogialmmwhgltoad\. For my audiences,
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heil language is often bound to shame (*I'm a wretch™; “I'm a worm,
less than a human,” Ps. 22:¢); feelings of personal guilt ("All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God": "the wages of sin is desth”}
anxiety {someone may get something they don't deserve; theres &
need to believe that my unjust enemy is going to “get theirs,” i not
m.ﬂmhm):gdhmhtedwahus(’l‘mnotdoingmw
Q“P”P‘Ofivod.'meatﬁigmmedﬁomthoﬁmpiuofhdlandd\t
torturous grip of violent demons), While some find it a core Christisn
doctrine and essential pillar of their faith, others find it incongruous
%MWingofGodinCthﬁllodmanudorm

munityhamyﬂmhucausedﬁwnorwmmdwylowm
emotional, spiritual, and psychological pain.

The bottom line is this: faithful Christians disagree on hell. Some
ﬁndm(newto!hcm.atlnst)posiﬁonsonhellandthoatm
liberating. They are grateful to learn language and history that equips
them to articulate what they've always *felt in their gut™ when hearng
Penal substitutionary atonement served up. They are overjoyed to find

hwm.thmmanmnabqnwhidmdrbomd?hapmw““
ch?nsid«fw!hoﬁmtimononﬁmmythinkhg. Indubitably, i
h“wm‘“"‘rnmmmmhwmmw
CmbmwahChdsﬁammmethedogkal spectrum. | st
MMRMMWM’P“MWWNW




